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Creepy, cute critters invade Aberdeen

By MicHELLE HOPKINS
mhopkins@richmond-news.com

Animal expert brings an interactive animal experience to the mall

Aberdeen Centre has
gone to the animals ... the
creepy-crawly, the cute and
exotic ones.

The atrium in the shop-
ping centre has been trans-
formed into a rare animal
zo0, as well as an organic
farm and farm animal pet-
ting Zoo.

The inaugural Aberdeen
Centre Had a Farm E-i-E-
i-O is an interactive, edu-

animals out one at a time
and give, what I hope, are
fascinating and educational
one-hour performances.”

“I also let audiences
know that these exotic
animals are not for pets ...
I’ll speak about conserva-
tion and the importance of
protecting them.”

Get up close and per-
sonal with an Argentine
horned frog, also dubbed

cational, fun the
farm for all “« Pacman
ages. 1 have a dwarf frog
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Society, is bites.
bringing a “The

number of exotic and rare
animals to his show, Exotic
Ammal Extravaganza.
(The next two weekends
only).

Oliver grabs the atten-
tion of children and adults
alike with a hairless rat
called Dr. Evil and a
mouse called Mini Me,

a species of crocodilian
from South America — a
two-year-old Caiman mini
crocodile, the famous
Emperor Scorpion that
glows in the dark and a
Mexican Red Knee and
Chilean Rose Hair taran-
tulas.

“I have a dwarf Caiman,
an alligator snapping turtle
and a 25-foot long snake
skin that I will bring as
well,” says the 20-year
veteran animal expert. “I
stand in front and bring the

Argentine thinks it can eat
anything that moves,” says
Oliver. “Meanwhile, the
scorpion is always a high-
light of the show because
it glows in the dark and
changes from black to lime
green.”

Adults love the show,
sometimes more than the
children, he quips.

“I teach from pre-school
to university, and often
parents come up to me and
tell me ‘I don’t know how
my kids feel but I loved
your show.”

His exhibition will
feature number of exotic
animals — hailing from
as far as India, Australia,
South America and Africa.
Oliver hopes to impart to
audiences the importance
these animals play in our
everyday lives — from
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Four-year-old Aldrich Luu gets close to a donkey at the petting zoo at Aberdeen Centre Friday afternoon.

providing us food, clothing
and medicine.

“It’s important to give
people an appreciation for
these animals and how we
have to work hard to pre-
serve them in the future,”
says Oliver with passion.
“Many of these animal are
endangered species and so
they are protected.”

Even though Aberdeen
Centre is about offering
its customers interesting
and fun events, such as last
year’s popular dinosaur
show, one of its mandates
is also to be environmen-
tally aware, says Joey
Kwan, the mall’s promo-

tion and public relations
manager.

“Starting last year, we
put together a philosophy
centered around nature
and the environment,” says
Kwan. “So we put Yogether
this show to offer kids an
opportunity to come and
pet friendly farm animals,
discover the world of bees
and bugs, learn about
organic farming and be
entertained by our week-
end exotic animal shows”

Another highlight is
the real organic rice paddy
with live baby ducklings.

“People will discover
how organic farmers put

ducks in their paddies to
eat up the insects that can
ruin the rice,” says Kwan,
who spent weeks research-
ing before putting together
the fair. “The ducks also
oxygenate the water allow-
ing the fields to grow
stronger and healthier
roots for a self-sustaining
and propagating and har-
monized eco-system.

“I bought the rice paddy
seeds in China.”

There’s also Dr. Bee
of Honeyland Canada at
the Bees n” Bugs Station.
He will be on hand on the
weekends to explain more
about these fascinating

creatures and how they
make honey.

“There will also be
organic vegetable displays
and the Little Critters Farm
Petting Zoo where little
kids can pet cute lambs,
bunnies, goats, a calf, a
pony and others,” adds
Kwan.

Aberdeen Centre Had
a Farm E-i-E-i-O show
is being held now until
September 1 in the atrium
of the mall, located at
4151 Hazelbridge Way. For
more information about
the event and showtimes,
visit www.aberdeencentre.
com.




