THE RICHMOND REVIEW
Aug 21, 2008

YOUTH SET
HIS STAGE

Arts & Entertainment, © ]

Page 4

1€ rlchmond %, S

REVIEV

THURSDAY, AUGLST 21, 2008

GEOﬁp home
opens quietly

Officials feared opposition
akin to Turning Point

¥ has a wakting st

3 feen Liwris maden th
Fosthl tn Sicvoston with songs napired by the

TONY LING

I.mnqlwuldﬂ!‘limng

FREE HOME EVALUATION

Find out what other homes in your area are selling for « Free list of Available and Sobd

Worthy
Challenger
Page 15

41} FAGES
Inside

TRAGIC SEARCH
Family and friends
are continuing to
search for teen
Page 3

EYE CATCHING
Local’s lens work
earns him
video award
Page5

KID CONNECTIONS
\ Team lzzat
| connects with kids
through hoops
Page 32

Homaos with full detalls and pictures «

Homes »

Your home sold at Your price in less than 63 days or | will pay you $1,000
(=] N1/ N 604-649-0108 « www.tonyling.com

* Condos -

Thursday, August 21,

2008

The Richmond

Growing up some fun

by Veronica Lawrence
Staff Reporter

For the next two weeks,
opld MacDonald’s got noth-
ing on Aberdeen Centre.

The massive mall is cur-
rently hosting a farm com-
plete with a petting zoo, a
bug display and an organic
farm lined with herbs, veg-
etables and an interactive
rice paddy field.

Organic farms are defined
as farms that are free from
pesticides and chemicals,
making for a more nutri-
tious bounty of produce.

The organic farm at
Aberdeen Centre was the
brainchild of Joey Kwan,
who works for the centre.

“l wanted to give people
an experience that they
wouldn’t normally get in a
mall,” she said.

“The philosophy behind
it is more about nature and
the environment.”

The garden is divided into
sections which showcase
the different crops and each

.including one

group of plants is labelled
which helps spectators to
learn about the farm.

“It's a very harmonious
agricultural ecosystem,”
Kwan said.

The rice paddy field was
an important component
for Kwan and it features

real baby ducklings swim- -

ming through the field to
eat pests, oxygenate the
water and encourage strong
and healthy roots.

“Asian people eat rice
every day but they have
no idea how it grows,
so we ‘have a rice paddy
field to teach,” she said.

The farm was planted
by Origin Organic Farms
Inc. and features many
of the same produce
grown in the company’s
greenhouse.

There are nine differ-
ent types of tomatoes
featured in the display,

species
red ., and

tiger
Safari

striped with
brownish-green
stripes  called

tomatoes.
Connie Cheng of Origin

said that plants in the -

display - were chosen
because they will appeal
to Richmond residents.

“One of the reasons we
chose these plants is because
it’s easy for people to grow
them at their homes,” said
Cheng.

Whether you are an aspir-

Mark Patrick photo
Connie Cheng poses with some plants at the organic farm inside Aberdeen Centre

ing gardener or a curious
child, there is plenty to
see and learn at Aberdeen
Centre.

The Aberdeen Centre Farm
runs until September 1.




