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Ancient Egypt rebuilt with M&M’s

by Matthew Hoekstra
Staff Reporter

Ancient Egypt meets candy-coated
chocolate at Aberdeen Centre this week.
For weeks a Hong Kong design team has
been creating a series of sculptures de-
picting icons of the ancient world —made
with M&MW’s chocolate candies.

The sculptures form part of an interac-
tive exhibition that opens Friday and
runs until Sept. 5.

The Boy King features reproductions of
the Great Pyramid of Giza and the Great
Sphinx of Giza, Egyptian themed musical
and dance acts and a choreographed
water fountain show set to the song
“Walk Like An Egyptian” and songs from
The Mummy soundtrack. The show also
features an actor playing the part of King
Tutankhamun, who ruled Egypt for 10
years until his death at age 18.

In advance of the designers’ arrival,
workers painstakingly sorted boxes of
mixed M&M'’s into bins of red, yellow,
green, blue and orange. Separating the
colours required the full-time efforts of
10 people for 10 days, according to mall
spokesperson Joey Kwan.

“We didn’t want to surprise him with all
the colours and he had to sort it out.”

Then Dio Wong and assistant Henry
Leung began leading a team in crafting
the chocolatey masterpieces by indi-
vidually gluing the tiny candies on pre-

The Boy King

eJuly 29 to Sept. 5 at Aberdeen
Centre Central Atrium

eFree; info on corresponding
contests and events at aberdeen
centre.com or at the exhibition
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Dio Wong (left) and Henry Leung have
replicated scenes of Ancient Egypt by
using M&M’s candies.

sculpted forms.

“l actually did it before, but much more
small scale, using M&Ms to recreate
the Hong Kong skyline,” said Wong, 37,
through a translator.

Wong is known primarily as a toy de-
signer, creating concepts for action fig-
ures, electronic toys and model kits. He
also lends his skills to film production
companies for set design and teaches
at a design school.

The difficulty in keeping track of the
number of M&M'’s used is only com-
pounded by workers with hunger pangs.
Wong has been “well behaved” when it
comes to snacking on the coloured build-
ing blocks, laughs Aberdeen’s Kwan,
adding, “But for some of us, we are not
that behaved.”




