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Malls expecting big crowds
for Chinese New Year fun

Lots of family
activities at local
shopping centres

by Martin van den Hemel

Staff Reporter

Richmond’s major malls will be
buzzing for the next two weeks
as part of the Chinese New Year
celebrations.

The festivities kick off this
week with the 2012 Chinese New
Year Flower and Gift Fair at Ab-
erdeen Centre. The fair will run
until 12:30 a.m. on Jan. 22.

Aberdeen Centre mall has been
undergoing a slow transforma-
tion over the past week, with
hundreds of red lanterns strung
from balconies, and a major
display being erected next to the
mall’s fountain.

Canada Post will be hosting an
autograph signing event for the
Year of the Dragon on Saturday,
Jan. 21 from1to 3 p.m.

Then on Sunday, Jan. 22, the

Martin van den Hemel photo

Shoppers check out flowers at Aberdeen Centre on Thursday. Chinese
New Year is a busy time for local malls.

mall will be counting down to
midnight and the Year of the
Dragon with personal blessings
from the Chinese god of fortune
in the central atrium at 10:30
p.m.

The mall will then usher in the
Chinese New Year celebrations
with a golden dragon and lion
dance starting at 11 a.m. on Jan.

23 in the mall’s outdoor court-
yard.

There’s more weekend
celebrations scheduled for
Saturday, Jan. 28 and Sunday,
Jan. 29, with Lansdowne Cen-
tre and Richmond Centre malls
joining Aberdeen Centre in the
activities.
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