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To mark International Women’s Day on Sunday, the News asked
some prominent Richmond females, including singer-songwriter
Charlotte Diamond, above right, and leaders of the local women’s
resource centre, also pictured, if there’s still a need to talk about
women’s issues. See Friday Feature, pages 10 & 11
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Raid nets
lethal pills

Message leads parent to pull kid

Abizarre message painted in giant letters
inside the grounds of an elementary school
has led to one parent keeping his child at
home.
The statement, which doesn’t appear to

make sense, was daubed outside the front
door of General Currie elementary with a
paintbrush, with what appeared to be white,
house paint.
The message makes reference to the

military and CSIS— Canadian Security
Intelligence Service — and begs for help.
Police were called in by the school, just

northeast of No. 3 and Blundell roads,
and pictures of the vandalism have been
taken and passed onto the RCMP’s graffiti
specialists for closer examination.
However, police do not believe there

is any danger to the school, its staff or its
students.
What stood out for the police was the use

of capital letters and a paintbrush; both of
which are unusual for graffiti in the city.
One parent, who didn’t want to be named,

said he was keeping his child away from the
school until he hears an explanation to put
his mind at ease.
“At the very least (I need) some kind

of assurance that the matter is being taken

seriously,” the father told the News by email.
“Obviously, someone is making some

kind of political statement… and is looking
for attention.
“I would rather (err) on the side of caution

right now; being we now live in a much
different world.”
No one from Richmond School District or

General Currie was available for comment
at press time.

Dozens of drug-related charges are
expected after a multi-jurisdictional sweep
in the Greater Vancouver area resulted in
the seizure of more than 29,000 fentanyl
pills, along with a huge assortment of
other illegal narcotics.
Drug-squad investigators executed 11

search warrants last week in Richmond,
Vancouver, Burnaby and North
Vancouver, which saw $215,000 in cash
and 500,000 illegal pills seized as police
moved in on a group they believe has ties
to organized crime.
Eight people were arrested and face

drug and weapons charges.
Dubbed Project Tainted, RCMP from

North Vancouver, Burnaby and the force’s
federal policing agency, as well as the
Vancouver Police Department, began the
investigation following a shooting last
year in south Burnaby.
Recent spikes in fentanyl-related

overdoses and deaths led the various
agencies to work closely to go after the
supply of deadly fentanyl.
“Police have delivered a significant

blow to the local fentanyl trade,” said
Vancouver police Supt. Mike Porteous on
Tuesday as he showed off the seized items
at a news conference.
He said police and health agencies are

warning people that fentanyl, a synthetic
opioid, is significantly stronger than
morphine.
“It is 50 to 100 times more toxic than

morphine,” he said. “It’s deadly.”
Of even greater concern is that fentanyl

is often being mixed with street drugs
such as cocaine, heroin and marijuana to
increase their potency. In some cases the
pills are marked as being oxycodone when
in fact it is fentanyl.
“It can be mixed with a variety of

other drugs,” said Porteous, adding that
overdoses are not just happening to people
who are street-level addicts.
“The overdoses are being seen in all

aspects of society,” he said.
! Full story at www.Richmond-News.com

—John Colebourn/The Province
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Staff at General Currie elementary get to work cleaning the painted plea off the
entrance to the school. Photo submitted

Alan Campbell
Staff Reporter
acampbell@richmond-news.com

No specific threat: Police

Trading
games
More than 150 Richmond high

school students, including Kaela
Bongon, left, and Libby Seltzer, from
Hugh Boyd secondary, participated
in the Skills Canada BC regional
competition Thursday afternoon at
Aberdeen Centre.
The Grade 8 girls raced their

gravity cars down a five-metre metal
track to determine who applied some
basic principles of physics the best.
The competition, as part of the

school district’s Education Week,
was more of a fun-filled afternoon
away from the classroom, but it
drew students’ attention to careers in
trades and technology.
Other competitions included

fashion technology, spaghetti bridge
building and public speaking.

—Photo and story by Graeme
Wood/Richmond News

EDUCATION WEEK

Dr. Mark Lysyshyn warns about the dangers
of the highly-toxic drug fentanyl. Photo by
Arlen Redekop/PNG




