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BELJING OPENS WITH A BANG
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Mall offers TV
for viewing

From Bl

McNulty said the event,
which was put on by the mall
and the Spirit of B.C. com-
munity group and included
nearly 300 volunteers, was an
opportunity for the city and
local companies to prove
they can mobilize for the
Vancouver Winter Olympics
in 2010.

“Children are coming out,
families. This shows us what
we can do,” he said.

Cheers and applause broke
out in the mall as the Chinese
flag was carried across the
Birds Nest Stadium in Bei-
jing. Team Canada’s appear-
ance got the other big round
of applause.

Once the Beijing cere-
moniecs were finished, drag-
on dancers and martial arts
demonstrations took over
centre stage, followed by
speakers in English and Can-
tonese.

Richmond Mayor Malcolm
Brodie declared Friday
“08/08/08 Day.” “Our resi-
dents will join the world in
cheering,” he said.

In the crowd, Helen Fung
who moved to Richmond 10
years ago from Hong Kong,
said she was surprised to sec
the mixture of faces.

“There’s not only Chinese
people but many Cau-
casians,” she observed.

Dave Semple, director of
public works for Richmond,
has lived there since he was

born in 1954, and said he
loves how the city’s cultural
diversity has changed over
the years.

Semple, a 2010 Olympic
volunteer, said public events
like Friday’s help to further
integrate the city’s large
Asian population with other
communities.

“There are so many events
going on all the time. I've
developed relationships with
lots of cool people,” he said.

Paul Evans, co-CEO of the
Asia Pacific Foundation of
Canada, said the crowd’s
enthusiasm for the Beijing
Games was driven by more
than social identity.

“Some Chinese people are
deeply concerned about the
negative messages in the
(Canadian) media,” he said.

Evans said publicity about
issues such as pollution,
human rights and oppression
in China is prompting some
Chinesc¢-Canadians to “say
some positive things.”

“Insome quarters it’s
becoming a political issue,”
he said, adding that this phe-
nomenon should be noted by
Vancouver’s 2010 Winter
Games organizers.

“Media coverage has
rangel from very good to just
dreadful; this should be a les-
son t¢ Vancouver,” he said.

“[Reporters] will be cover-
ing o1r social, political and
econemic issues, and know
very lttle about them.”

nbmlinsori@vancouversun.com

Thousands cheer Games opening

Chinese-Canadians line up to watch Olympic opening ceremonies at Aberdeen Centre

BY NICOLE TOMLINSON
VANCOUVER SUN

RICHMOND | It looked like a Boxing Day
sale at Aberdeen Centre on Friday: hun-
dreds of people who had lined up early
ran into the mall the moment the doors
opened at 5 am.

They weren't vying for door-crasher
bargains, but to get the best spots to
watch the Beijing Olympics’ opening
ceremonies on the mall’s 28-foot-wide
TV screen.

Two thousand spectators had been
expected but as many as 5,000 showed
up, Aberdeen Centre representative Joey
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Updated Olympics news and photos 24 hours
a day at vancouversun.com/beijinggames

See more photos
at vancouversun.com/beijinggames

Kwan said.

Once the show began, they weren’t
disappointed.

“It was great and amazing. I didn’t
expect such a good performance,” said
accountant Mandy Lee.

Lee said she wasn’t looking forward to

starting a long day of work at 9 a.m., but
said the early rise was worth it to be
around other Chinese-Canadians during
the ceremonies. “This community is
great. They share in everything,” she
said.

About 10 volunteers who cooked 1 up a
free pancake breakfast were rushed off
their feet.

“I'm-pretty sure there will not be
enough pancakes for the crowd,” said an
apron-wearing Richmond City Coun.
Bill McNulty, who was there serving
breakfast.
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Local spectators vied for prime seats to watch Olympic ceremonies.




